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PREFACE. 


To  the  Reader 


JHE  author  of  this  Epiftle  will  by  no  means 
give  the  leaf  hint  who  the  Lady  is  to  whom 

it  is  addreffed  ;  he  only  hopes,  that  by  reading 

( 

it,  fie  will  cafi  away  thoje  prejudices  fie  fays 
fie  has  entertained  againf  a  Gentleman,  merely 
becaufe  he  will  not  debar  himfelf  of  thofe  inno¬ 
cent  amufements,  which  the  author  endeavours 
to  prove  highly  compatible  with  a  life  of  Virtue. 
It  is  publified  as  a  mite  towards  the  expulfion 
of  bigotry,  fuperfition  and  enthufafm,  in  .ge¬ 
neral,  without  defcending  to  particulars „ 


-H-oooce***  •*eocB«o*0!'**»86«>so «soa mm essBosM •♦MG-e*30 waeaooeoooe aoosooea 8aoe«#9a»8oe«rt#3!KK>o.>S[j{<» 


LETTER,  &c. 


Madam 


H  E  free  fentiments  you  ex- 
preffed  in  a  certain  company 
fome  few  nights  paft,  con¬ 
cerning  a  gentleman,  who 


lights  pait,  con- 
gentleman,  who 


mull  be  a  perfeft  llranger  to  you,  fnce  he 
has  been  but  two  months  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent,  and  you  never  off  it - occasions 

this  Letter,  which  ishoneftly  meant  as  an 
endeavour  to  clear  your  underftandmg 
from  a  miff  of  bigotry,  which  fee  ms  at 
prefent  to  overlhadow  it. 

The  Gentleman  is  a  Clergyman  ;  and 
your  exceptions  againft  him  are,  that 

“  he  frequents  Plays,” - fo  far  fiom 

concealing  his  defects,  I  will  affure  }  ou, 
that  he  alfo  attends  every  place  ol  public 
amufement,  and  above  all  othei  entei- 


tainments,  delights  in  dancing. 

A  2 


You 
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You  fay,  you  are  fo  much  prejudiced 
againft  him  for  the  former  only,  as  to  be 
refolved  never  to  go  and  hear  him  preach: 
the  further  intelligence  I  have  juft  given 
you  will  clench  the  nail,  and  I  fuppofe 
you  will  now  even  fly  his  company. 

To  be  ingenuous  with  you.  Madam, 
as  I  am  perfeftly  acquainted  with  the 
Gentleman,  he  ne\er  defires  to  be  in  com¬ 
pany  but  with  harmlefs  moffeniive  people, 
who  fcorn  to  mention  the  follies  or  even 

the  vices  of  others  ; - knowing  that  each 

individual  has  weeds  fufficient  in  his  gar¬ 
den  to  induce  him  to  clear  and  cultivate 
his  own,  rather  than  officioufly  intrude 
nis  hoe  within  the  bounds  of  others.  As 
to  preaching - he  would  defire  an  au¬ 

dience  of  the  moderate  kind,  and  would 
avoid  cnthufiafts -  bigots -  and  mad¬ 

men  of  all  lefts,  parties.  Religions,  and 
denominations  whatfoever. 

If  you  will  not,  therefore,  liften  to  his 
doftnne,  be  fo  kind  as  to  indulge  me  a 
little  with  your  leifure — — :  and  while  I 
preach,  I  not  only  hope  that  you  tnav 
profit,  but  that  all  may  do  fo  equally,  who 
perufe  this  Free-will-offering  to  Religion, 
Reaion,  Humanity  and  Common  Senfe. 

The 


' 

v  V 
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The  Trinity  in  Unity- — ,  Three  Perfons 

- in  one  Term — God,  rules  this  fublu- 

nary  world,  and  all  the  univerfe  :  to  this 
world  I  confine  my  difcourfe - He  go¬ 
verns,  rules,  and  dire&s  it.  ° 

’W  e  the  inhabitants  having  juftly  incurr’d 
the  fevered  rigour  of  his  vengeance,  are 
thro  his  goodnefs  reconciled  to  him  again 

- ;  and  have  an  eafy  and  perfefl  path 

chalk  d  out  for  us,  to  reach  and  enjoy  the 
inexpreflible  happinefs  of  his  prefence  for 
all  eternity. 

Th  is  path  lies  in  the  Gofpel, - it  is  the 

Gofpel. 

Tell  me,  have  you  read  and  dulycon- 
fidered  thefe  inedimable  tidings  of  Joy, 

Peace  and  Harmony - P  Well,  what  do 

they  enforce  ? 

After  a  full  confent — to  the  mod  folid 
truths,  the  Gofpel  fundamentally  enjoins, 
with  the  greated  energy,  as  a  requisite  to 

Salvation,  as  the  garb  of  Chirdianity - 

CHARITY. 

-I 

This  is  the  wedding  garment  of  a  dif- 
ciple  of  our  Saviours - :  pray,  Ma¬ 

dam, 


>! 
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C, 


,  have  you  ever  had  it  on  ?  Did  it 
not  mightily  become  you  ?  Alas,  Ma¬ 
dam,  why  was  it  call;  off  the  other  night  ! 

Had  you  but  kept  it  on - (and  trull  me 

the  fabled  girdle  of  Venus  gives  not  half 
fo  many  charms)  your  bright  eyes  would 
never  have  encountered  this. 

Did  the  Apple,  which  regaled  Eve’s 
palate,  entail  a  curfe  upon  its  neighbour, 
that  like  the  wheel  of  Ixion  it  fhould  be 
doomed  never  to  lie  full - :  or  are  wo¬ 

men  branded  with  a  falfe,  carelefs,  and 
malicious  cenfure  ?  It  becomes  you,  Ma¬ 
dam,  by  your  particular  behaviour  for 

the  future  to  prove  the  laid - ;  you  are 

indeed  but  an  individual - but  individu¬ 

als  compofe  a  multitude. 

In  the  mean  time,  reflect  upon  what 
follows. 


I  have  only  juft  mentioned  the  general 

Creed  of  Chriftians - that  Man  fell  by  his 

own  fault - ,  was  laved  by  his  Redeem¬ 

ers  merit,  and  that  the  Gofpel  is  the  in¬ 
fallible  guide  to  Salvation. 

It  is  like  wife  my  firm  belief,  after  a 


ferious 


v  '  V  -V 
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ferious  and  a  folid  examination,  that  the 
Church  of  England  uuderltands,  compre¬ 
hends,  and  explains  this  Gofpel  in  the  pu- 
reft  and  molt  apoftolic  manner. 

She  hkewife  is  manifeftly  adorned,  with 

the  neceflary - beautiful,  and  becoming 

wedding-garment - which  is  CHARITY ; 

- -  this  is  her  grand  characteriftic— , 

and  from  hence  fprings  that  toleration  fhe 
univerfally  extends  to  all  Religions. 

Nevertheless  fhe  would  rejoice,  if  all 

mankind  was  to  embrace  her  tenets - 

but  as  they  are  free  agents - fhe  knows 

that  nothing  but  what  is  voluntary  can  be 
acceptable. 


“  Ye  know  not  what  doctrine  ye  are 
“  of,:!  faid  our  Saviour  to  his  Difciples, 
who,  in  a  wild  enthufiaft ic  zeal,  demand¬ 
ed  him  to  call  down  fire  upon  the  heads 
of  thofe  they  elfeemed  his  enemies.  They 
at  laft  came  to  a  better  way  of  thinking 
- — ,  one  more  conformable  to  the  maxims 
of  their  Lord,  who,  if  he  had  judged 
force  neceffary,  might  by  one  miracle, 
have  convinced  all  mankind  of  his  Divi¬ 
nity,  and  revealed  himfelf  to  their  hearts 
•  'by 
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by  rendering  it  impoffible  for  them  to 
think  otherwife. 

In  fhort,  he  might  have  done  any  thing 
he  thought  proper,  but  it  behoves  us  to 
attend  to  what  he  has  done,  and  not  what 
he  might  have  done. 

For  that  would  entirely  have  deftroyed 
our  Free-Agency —  and  indeed  the  prefent 
ftate  of  approbation  in  which  mankind  are 
placed  ; —  he  might  as  well  have  brought 

us  all  to  Heaven  at  once :  but  it  fuffices 

that  we  have  a  clear  teftimony  of  his  di¬ 
vine  million  faithfully  handed  down  to  us, 
and  by  afting  conformable  to  his  do6trine, 
will  have  fome  degree  of  merit  annexed 
to  our  poor  performances,' when  the  chear- 
ing  voice  of  “  well  done  thou  good  and 
“  faitful  fervant”  fhall  ravifli  and  delight 

our  ears  with  never-ceafing  exltacy. 

■  v  _  '  , 

You  will  excufe  me.  Madam,  ifltran- 
fcribe  out  of  the  illuftrious  Milton  a  few 

lines  upon  this  fubjeft - :  their  elegance 

will  be  their  apology. 


He  introduces  an  Angel  fpeaking  to  our 
general  Anceftor— - 


Cf  Tfot 
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---■ That  thou  art  happy,  owe  ioGod--; 
That  thou  continuffeuch — ,  owe  to  thyfelf. 

That  is  to  thy  obedience  ;  therein  ft  and. - 

- “  Good  he  made  thee,  but  to  perfevere 

He  left  it  in  thy  power - ;  ordain  d  thy  will 

By  nature  free,  'not  crver-rul’d  by  fate 
Inextricable,  or  frill  necefily  : 

Our  voluntary  fervice  he  requires, 

Not  our  nccefitated  ;  fuch  with  him 
Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  fend  ;  for  how 
Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try d  whether  they  ferve 
Willing  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  mull 
By  deltiny,  and  can  no  other  chufe? 

Myfelf,  and  all  tK  angelic  hof,  that  fand 
In  fight  of  God  enthron’d.,  our  happy  fate 
Hold  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds  ; 
On  other  jurety  none:  freely  we  ferve 

Becaufe  we  freely  love - as  in  our  will 

To  love  or  not ;  in  this  we  fand  or  fall.” 


Though  this,  Madam,  was  addreffed  to 
Adam  in  his  Hate  of  innocence,  yet  it  e- 
qually  regards  his  pollerity,  who  are  re¬ 
conciled  to  God  through  their  Redeemer, 
being  faithfully  alfured  that  obedience  to 
his  commands,  thro’  his  goodnefs  will 
bring  them  to  that  Heaven  which  was  for¬ 
feited  by  their  forefather's  tranfgreffion. 


B 


I  COME 


I  come  at  laft  to  the  point - ;  I  come 

to  confider  the  Chriftian  as  he  is  now  in 
this  tranlitory  life  journeying  to  the  new 
- —  to  the  heavenly  Jerufalem —  ;  that  Je- 
rufalem  of  which  he  is  now  a  member, 
and  only  feparated  from  the  angels  and  the 
louls  of  juft  men  made  perfefL  by  a  veil 
of  flefh. 

Many  are  called  but  few  are  chofen — ; 
I  mull  therefore  when  I  fay  a  Chriftian, 
be  underftood  to  mean  one  who  with  both 
his  hands,  and  all  his  heart  embraces  and 
holds  faft  the  amiable  droflrine  he  pro- 
fefles  :  Charity  comprehends  all  as  fuch 
whofe  lives  are  not  notorious  evidences 
a^ainft  them. 

D 

It  is  impofiible  for  fuch  a  Chriftian  to  be 
gloomy,  melancholy,  or  difcontented  : 

- on  the  contrary  he  muft  of  confe- 

quence  be  chearful. 

He  whofe  heart,  after  a  thorough  exa¬ 
mination,  allures  him  he  has  God  for  his 
friend,  he  alone  is  capable  of  enjoying, 
in  the  higheft  degree,  the  good  things  his 
Providence  has  bellowed  upon  us  here. 


He  enjoys  them,  but  cannot  over-value 
them,  becaufe  he  is  ever  ready  to  relign 
them. 

Narrow  notions  and  illiberal  princi¬ 
ples  are  dilhonourable  to  the  noble  and 

exalted  Religion  of  a  Chrillian - :  Our 

Saviour  always  difcouraged  and  con¬ 
temned  them. 

His  fentiments  concerning  David  when 

he  eat  the  fhew-bread - :  His  defence 

of  his  difciples  when  they  pluck’d  the  ears 

of  corn  upon  the  Sabbath - ;  the  cures 

he  performed  upon  that  day  in  oppolition 

to  the  opinion  of  the  Pharifees - ;  his 

difcourfe  concerning  the  ox  that  fell  into 

the  ditch - ;  his  determination  that  the 

Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man 

for  the  Sabbath - ,  and  finally  his  whole 

life  and  a£tions  fufficiently  prove  that  his 
way  of  thinking  was  adequate  to  his  rank 
as  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 

Following  Christ  his  head,  and  his 
pattern,  the  Chrillian  cannot  be  deceived: 
He  makes  it  his  firfl  and  grand  con¬ 
cern  to  attain  thro’  the  merits  of  his  Sa¬ 
viour,  a  blelfed  and  a  glorious  immor- 

B  2  talk) 
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tality - -  ;  always  having  his  lafl  Hate 

prefent  to  his  eye— — ,  he  in  the  mean  time 
chearfully  enjoys,  what,  according  to 
promife  is  in  confequence  of  that,  added 
unto  him  ;  as  our  Heavenly  Father  know- 
eth  we  have  need  of  thefe  things  to  affift 
and  comfort  us  in  the  dreary  path  of  life. 

I  •  '  ,  m  j  .  ' 

Dancing  is,  undoubtedly,  an  innocent 

amufement - ;  ye  blooming  virgins, 

emblems  of  purity,  if  it  is  not,  how 
can  ye  repair  to  an  affemblv  !  where  ye 
are,  a  Clergyman,  furely  may  trull  him- 
felf  with  fafety.— — It  is  an  innocent  amufe¬ 
ment,  and  he  blafphemes,  who  prefumes 
to  fay  that  GoDhimfelf  does  not  delight  to 
fee  his  creatures  happy, 

-  > 

.  The  firll  miracle  that  ever  was  per¬ 
formed  by  ChrisTj  was  upon  a  marriage 

feaft - :  Jollity  and  joy,  we  know  ever 

prefide  m  thofe  fefhvals-—  ;  and  he  who 
condefcended  to  work  a  miracle  upon 
fuch  an  occalion,  cannot  be  jultly  imagin¬ 
ed  to  have  been  a  gloomy,  melancholy 
fpeclator  only,  of  fuch  joy  and  happinefs. 

As  to  Plays,  againll  which.  Madam, 
yop  have  taken  your  chief  exceptions, 

they 
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they  are  permitted  exhibitions  amongft 
every  fociety  of  Chriftians.  The  Roman 
Catholics  of  Paris,  the  Calvinifts  of  the 
Hague,  the  Lutherans  in  Germany,  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land,  are  proofs  of  the  authenticity  and 
•veracity  of  my  alfertion.  Our  places  of 
education  almoft  univerfally  perform  them 

- ;  and  three  times  a  year,  the  grand 

fchool  of  Wejlminjler,  which  has  afforded 
the  molt  politic  ffatefmen,  the  firmeft  pa¬ 
triots  and  the  worthieft  eccleliallics,  for 

thefe  many  centuries - ;  encourages  her 

fons  to  appear  before  an  audience  of  the 
Nobility  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Ambaffa- 
dors  of  foreign  nations,  in  the  Characters 

of  Terence. - 1  am  afhamed  to  combat 

fuperllition  but  when  I  refleft  how  it 
dwells  in  fo  fair  a  brealt,  I  will  endeavour 
to  exorcife  the  daemon.  Muff  Shakefpear, 

the  immortal  Shakefpear  be  deftroyed - , 

fhall  Moliere  be  burnt - ;  fhall  Plautus, 

Terence,  Euripides,  fhall  many  famous 
antients  and  deferving  moderns  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  horrid  conflagration  ;  and  pofte- 
rity  and  our  cotempories  reflrained  from 

endeavouring  to  fhine  in  this  amufing - 

this  edifying  manner?  edifying!  ay  edify- 
— :  for  vice  and  folly  have  never  re¬ 
ceived 
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eeived  feverer  lafhes  than  thofe  that  have 
been  liberally  infli&ed  on  them  by  dra¬ 
matic  writers. 

If  then  their  writings,  delight,  inftruct, 
amufe  and  improve;  as  undeniably  they 
do; — they  may  undoubtedly  be  exhi¬ 
bited  upon  the  Stage.  Veluti  in  fpeculum, 
is  the  motto  of  the  Theatre,  and  that  in 
plain  englilh  is  no  more  or  lefs,  Madam, 
than  that  every  fool,  coxcomb,  and  villain, 
may  fee  himfelfreprefented  upon  the  liage 
as  clearly  as  in  a  mirrour,  the  fcorn,  the 
contempt  and  horror,  of  an  impartial  au¬ 
dience  :  while  virtue  and  innocence,  ei¬ 
ther  triumph  in  the  applaufe  of  the  honeft 
—  candid —  and  humane, —  or  fink  into 
the  grave  with  the  dignity  becoming  bold- 
nefs  and  refignation  of  a  heart  at  peace 
with  God  and  Man  ;  fubmitting  to  his 
Providence  with  heroic  fortitude,  and  in¬ 
culcating  it  upon  our  minds,  that  to  die 
or  live  is  the  felf  fame  thing,  as  in  both 
fituationswe  are  alike  under  theproteftion 
of  our  God,  our  Creator,  and  our  Kin^. 

Great  then  are  the  benefits  the  Theatre 
is  capacitated  to  afford  us  ;  and  it  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  entitled  to  our  applaufe- . to 

our 
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our  fupport  ; — the  effect— -the  genuine 
confequence  of  its  merit. 

There  is  little  danger  it  fhould  everfo 
far  forget  the  grandeur  of  its  inftitution, 
as  to  degrade  itfelf  by  rendering  the  fan 
necelfary  to  modelty.  If  it  fhould,  I 
have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  bulk  of 
my  fellow-creatures,  to  fufpefl,  that  ever 
an  audience  fhould  convene,  fo  profligate, 
and  abandoned,  as  to  fuffer  fuch  repre- 
fentations  without  branding  them  with  the 
feverefl  ignominy,  the  indelible  marks  of 
their  difpleafure- — ;  if  otherwife, —  the 
audience  are  more  to  blame  than  the  per¬ 
formers,  and,  indeed,  the  fcandal  is 
due,  limply  to  their  corruption. 

As  there  is  fomething,  inexpreflibly  aw¬ 
ful  in  virtue - ,  vice -  even  .  vice, 

blufhes  to  appear  in  its  dreaded  prefence 

. - ;  fo  in  Paradife  Loft,  we  read  how 

the  Devil  himfelf,  the  origin  of  impu¬ 
dence,  as  well  as  wickednefs,  was  afhamed 

before  it.™ — — 

% 

*  *  9'  — 

“  So  fpake  the  Cherub ;  and  his  grave  rebuke, 

*'  Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace 

“  Invincible :  a  baflid  the  Devil  flood, 

“  And 
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...  “  And  felt  how  awful  goodnefs  is,  and  fata 

“  Virtue,  in  her Jhape how  lovely:  fat  and pin d 
“  His  lojs” - . 

I  fet  it  down,  therefore,  as  felf  evident, 
that  a  virtuous  audience  will  always  regu¬ 
late,  and  influence  the  Stage. 

Amongst  that  virtuous  audience,  aCler- 

gyraan  may  certainly  appear - ;  they 

may, — they  do — in  every  country  where 
ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  enthuflafm, 
do  not  cloud,  diftraft,  and  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  bigoted  inhabitants  ;  for  it 
is  abfurd  to  imagine  that  the  Clergy  may 
not  lawfully  entertain  themfelves  with  any 
amufement,  which  they  lawfully  allow  a 
candidate  for  Heaven. 

Ma  dam,  a  cool  head  is  neceflary  for 
thofe  who  tranfaft  real  bufinefs— ;  the  im¬ 
portant  concerns  of  another  life  demand 
this  in  an  elpecial  manner;  let  the  heart 
be  warm, — let  it  be  animated  with  a  me¬ 
ritorious  zeal — - ;  let  it  wifely  endeavour 
to  make,  keep  and  efteem  God  it’s  friend 

- ;  rely  upon  him  as  its  Creator - ; 

gratefully  adore  him  as  an  affe&ionate 
Redeemer —  ;  and  meekly  repofe  confi¬ 
dence  in  him,  as  the  Judge— —the  final  Ar¬ 
bitrator 


bitrator  of  it’s  fate,  in  Faith— Hope,  and 
Charity  :  But— let  the  head  be  cool ;  let 
not  the  extravagant  and  impious  brain 
prefume  to  fet  hounds  to  the  mercy  of 
Gon,  or  foohfhly  point  out  any  one  par¬ 
ticular  feet  as  the  sole  favourite— the  eleft 
of  Heaven  ;  nor  prefumptuoufly  and  un¬ 
charitably  deal  out  damnation,  and  arro¬ 
gate  to  itfelf  the  thunders  of  the  Almighty! 
In  thy  houfe,  O  God!  we  are  taught,  there 
are  many  manfions  !  Let  me  be  in  thy 
hands,  O  my  God,  and  not  in  the  hands 
of  men !  to  thofe  that  are  in  the  right  way, 
afford  thy  grace  that  they  may  continue 

ftedfaffly  therein  forever - !  afford  it  to 

them  who  are  wandering  in  error,  that 
they  may  foon  join  thofe  who  worfhip 
thee,  in  deep  humility,  according  to  thy 
holy  ordinance — --!  illumine  thofe  who 
are  in  darknefs,  and  finally  conduct  us 

all.  into  thy  bleffed  kingdom - O  our 

father - through  Christ  our  Lord  ! 

This  is  the  prayer  of  a  chriftian,  of  a 
man  who  reads  the  Gofpel  with  temper¬ 
ance  and  modefty,  and  makes  his  Saviour 
his  pattern,  following  him  with  an  honeft 

and  a  fober  zeal — ,  with  fure - though 

very  unequal  Heps — -,  and  little  regarding 

C  the 


the  mad nc Is  of  the  canting  enthufiaft,  who 
explains  that  Gofpel  as  it  appears  to  his 
disordered  head — ;  little  regarding  him, 
I  fay,  or  even  an  Angel  from  Heaven,  if 
he  Ihould  dare  to  preach  any  other  doc¬ 
trine  than  what  our  meek,  and  charitable 
Saviour  has  left  the  world  as  a  legacy  in¬ 
valuable. 


The  primitive  chriltians,  had  not  only 
the  fame  enemies  to  flruggle  and  contend 
with,  that  at  prefent  demand  our  vigi¬ 
lance,  the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  Devil; 
but  the  additional  ones;  alfo,  of  hot¬ 
headed  fuperflitious  Pagans,  and  intem¬ 
perate,  bigoted  Jews,  who  in  order  to 
crufh,  flifle  and  eradicate  in  its  firft  growth 
a  religion  fo  repugnant  to  their  pradlices, 
crucified  the  Lord  and  Mailer,  and  treat¬ 
ed  his  followers  and  difciples  with  corre- 
fpondent  cruelty.  And  trull  me  (as  death 
is  only  formidable  to  the  wicked)  were 
the  fame  means  purfued  in  thefe  our  days; 
there  are  many  Clergymen,  and  I  hope 
Laymen  too,  who  would  joyfully  brave 

the  utmoll  terrors  of  the  Hake - ,  who 

now,  in  confequence  of  it’s  removal,  lead 
a  life  of  chearfulnefs,  compatible  with 
their  hopes  of  a  glorious  immortality. 

They 


s 
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They  err,  therefore,  who  preach  up  the 
fame  mortification  at  thefe  times,  which 
in  thofe  of  the  Apoftles  was  fo  necefiary  : 
from  hence  are  all  the  texts  enforced  by 
the  Church  of  Rome,  by  which  fhe  enjoins 
celibacy  and  fequeflered  melancholy  to 
her  deluded  votaries,  as  highlv  elfential  to 
thofe  fhe  allots  the  chiefell  place  in  Hea¬ 
ven - ,  to  her  popes,  her  priefts,  her 

cardinals,  her  friars,  nuns  and  jefuits. 

Hence,  likewife,  are  fome  gloomy  pro- 
teftants  induced  vainly  to  imagine,  that 
buckram  is  molt  fuitable  for  a  wedding 

garment. - Fools— -  !  though  the 

way  is  narrow,  and  the  gate  flrait,  yet  it 
is  no  where  written  that  the  path  to  eter¬ 
nal  Glory  is  ftrewed  with  thorns.  The 
ways  of  vice  are  broad,  and  apparently 

delicious - ,  but  it  is  they  which  are 

ftrewed  with  thorns,  and  none  but  fhallow 
travellers  can  be_  deceived  with  the  thin 

fhade  of  roles  which  overfpread  their 

m 

points.  Religion,  Madam,  like  virtue  its 
companion,  carries  its  own  reward  along 
with  it,  her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafant- 
nefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 

< 
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Nor  is  a  weak  brother  now  entitled  to 
that  regard,  which  in  the  firft  planting  of 
the  Gofpel  was  perhaps  as  much  a  lauda¬ 
ble  policy,  as  his  right.  Great  care  was 
neceflary  at  thofe  early  times,  in  order  to 
eftablilh  the  doCtrine  of  our  Lord  while 
expoled  to  the  hottefl  perfecution  :  and 
as  the  relapfe  of  one,  might  be  attended 
with  dangerous  confequences  to  the  in- 

fant  Church - -fo  the  wife  Pallors  of  it, 

properly  ordained  that  great  conlideration 
and  allowances  fhould  be  made  to  the 
weak,  and  flimfy  confciences  of  their  bre- 
thren,  ^  Such  puny  children  had  tender 
flomachs  which  could  digell  no  other 
nounfhment  than  milk,  but  in  feventeen 
hundred  years  it  is  their  own  fault  if  they 
have  not  acquired  flrength  to  endure  a 
ftronger  diet,  for  now,  when  the  fword 
and  faggotare  no  more;  when  toleration, 
m  thefe  happy  climates,  extends  her  arms, 
and  peace  and  religion  flounfh  under  her 
protection  ;  while  the  Golpel  is  explained 
jn  the  molt  faithful  manner,  by  wife,  mo¬ 
derate,  and  jucticious  men  ;  while  fuper- 
flition  and  bigotry,  together  with  mad 
enthufiafm,  on  the  contrary  oppofe  fuch 
honeft  endeavours  ;  Jet  the  Church  alfume 
to  itfelf  its  proper  dignity,  and  with  autho¬ 
rity 


rity  pronounce  that  is  innocent  and  com¬ 
patible  with  a  life  of  virtue,  in  defiance  of 
ignorance  and  error. 

*»  .  <•  A  1  ^  A  <•  A 

Let  her  loudly  proclaim,  that  after  we 
have  performed  our  refpeftive  parts  upon 
the  ftage  of  life,  of  godly  men,  dutiful 
children,  affectionate  parents,  faithful 
friends,  firm  patriots,  and  kind  indulgent 
hulbands,  we  may,  through  the  merits  of 
our  Saviour,  clofe  the  fcene  with  fafety 
to  ourfelves,  and  honour  to  our  friends. 

m 
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In  confequence  then  of  a  virtuous  life, 
and  with  a  comparative  contempt  of  this 
world,  when  oppofed  to  the  next,  (on 
which  the  Chriftian  is  ever  fuppofed  to 
have  his  eye)  I  do,  and  will  maintain  it, 
that  none  but  the  good  man  has  a  right  to 

enjoy  the  things  of  this  world, - and  that 

none  but  fuch  can  enjoy  it  with  a  proper 
gout  and  relifh. 

There  are  evils  enough,  and  misfor¬ 
tunes  incident  to  mortality,  without  our 
carving  'out  artificial  ones,  or  depriving 
ourfelves  or  others,  through  narrow,  illi¬ 
beral  principles  and  paltry  and  contracted 
ideas,  of  innocent  araufements. 

You 


You  will  obfcrve,  Madam,  that  I  have 
not  offered  one  objection  to  the  exceptions 
that  policy  may  take  againft  the  Stage. 
In  truth,  I  cannot  comprehend  them  ;  as 
it  is  plain  that  the  Theatre  brings  many 
ltrangers  to  a  city,  and  in  confequence  of 
that,  additional  riches  ;  and  generally 
fpends  within  its  limits  all  its  gains.  But 
this  is  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  amply  difcuffed  by  others  whom 
it  more  immediately  concerns. 


3  have  the  honour  of  being  with  the 
higheft  refpefl. 

Madam. 


Your  moll;  devoted, — — and 


Moll  obedient  humble  Servant. 


... 
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